
FOI Request - WBCIR:14751

“Please provide all Executive Briefing and Conservative Group meetings with references to Farley Hill Primary School and proposed new Primary School on Biggs Lane Arborfield from 2019 to the present”

Executive Briefing Meetings

During the period there have been three reports that have gone to Executive Briefing meetings which included a reference to Farley Hill Primary School:

7/1/20 – Options for the Management of the New Arborfield Primary School. This report went to Executive on 30/1/20 and is therefore publicly available

The following is the relevant extract from the minutes:

· “Options for the Management of the New Arborfield Primary School Provision
Sal Thirlway introduced the report and outlined the two options that were available:  expand and relocate Farley Hill School or create a new school which would have to be set up as a “free school”.  It was noted that the first option was the one that was being consulted up.

Members made the following comments:
· John Kaiser agreed that Farley Hill deserved to have a new school building but was concerned about the effect moving the school nearer the Coombes would have on the number attending that school which could lead to it not being viable.  Sal confirmed that the intention was not to increase the admission number for Farley Hill but provide the School with the ability to increase its numbers in the future if required;
· Following a query about the term “annex” and whether this meant that some pupils would be staying at the old site Sal explained that “annex” was just a technical term and the intention was to move all Farley Hill pupils to the new school site;  
· UllaKarin Clark clarified that this proposal would enable Farley Hill to remain as a maintained school;
· Gregor Murray raised concerns that by moving the school more parents would have to use their cars and driving further.  Sal confirmed that due to where Farley Hill was currently sited all pupils had to be driven to school;
· Charlotte Haitham Taylor queried what would happen to the old school building as she was concerned that someone could try and acquire the building to set up another school?  Sal confirmed that it was intended to retain the old school building in the short term and agreed that there was a risk that someone could try and open a school on that site however there was insufficient numbers to justify a third school in that area so it would be unlikely that it would gain DfE approval.”

29/1/20 – School Admission Arrangements 21/22.  Farley Hill was mentioned in this report which went to Executive on 20/2/20 and is therefore publicly available.  There was no specific discussion about Farley Hill at the Executive Briefing meeting.

2/3/21 – Wokingham School Admission Arrangements 22/23.  Farley Hill was mentioned in this report which went to Executive on 25/3/21 and is therefore publicly available.  There was no specific discussion about Farley Hill at the Executive Briefing meeting.

Conservative Group Meeting

The only time that Farley Hill School has been considered was 16/1/20 when the Options for the Management of the New Arborfield Primary School report was on the agenda.  This report went to Executive on 30/1/20 and is therefore publicly available

The extract from the minutes is as follows:

“Members approved the Options for the management of the new Arborfield Primary School for the Executive on Thursday 30 January 2020 subject to the name of the school should changing at a later stage.”


