WBCIR:15393
1. How much funding has the Council / Authority allocated in its budget each year since April 2013 for its replacement scheme to the Social Fund (please do not include funding for dealing with the Covid 19 pandemic);
2013/14: £77,213.00
2014/15: £77,213.00
2015/16: £69,000.00
2016/17: £20,000.00
2017/18: £23,170.00
2018/19: £23,170.00
2019/20: £23,170.00
2020/21: £23,170.00
2021/22: £23,170.00

2. Details of all local welfare provision schemes provided by the Council since April 2013 (please do not include funding for dealing with the Covid 19 pandemic);
We are not aware of any other schemes.  I have attached the LWP Policy 

3. Who can apply for assistance;
· Be a resident of Wokingham Borough, or
· Have been housing our of area by us, or
· Have moved to Wokingham Borough after leaving care or prison
· Not have savings that can be relied upon to meet your needs
· Not be excluded from applying for public funds on the basis of immigration status
· Not have received a Local Welfare Provision award in the past 6 months unless they can demonstrate significant exceptional circumstances
· Be without sufficient resources which would in turn cause serious risk to your own, or your family’s health or safety or well-being
· Not be eligible to receive or have received assistance for the requested funding or support from other public funds
And
You need essential help to become established, or to remain, in the community
       Or
You need essential help with an emergency (e.g illness/emergency travel costs)

4. Details of the application process for residents (if possible, please include links to application forms and information about the scheme on the Council’s website);
Local Welfare Provision (or emergency benefits) (wokingham.gov.uk)
(the above link includes the following sections shown below which include application form)
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5. What assistance is offered;
· White goods, such as cooker, fridge, washing machine
· Bed frames/mattress/Furniture
· Funds for travel for medical appointments or other essential travel.
· Household items, pots/pans, cutlery, plates

6. How much has been paid to local residents under the Council’s / Authority’s scheme(s) since April 2013 (please would you break this down into yearly amounts);
2013/14: £8,143.18 (+ £6,955.19 Gas/Electric/Travel/Food/Other) = £15098.37
2014/15: £12,099.87 ( + £12,448.20 Gas/Electric/Travel/Food/Other) = £24,548.07
2015/16: £11,386.70 (+ £5,120.54 Gas/Electric/Travel/Food/Other) = £16,507.24
2016/17: £12,926.19 ( + £5,289.83 Gas/Electric/Travel/Food/Other) = £18,216.02
2017/18: £15,323.97 ( + £7.699.91 Gas/Electric/Travel/Food/Other) = £23,023.88
2018/19: £4,049.82 (+ £2091.52 Gas/Electric/Travel/Food/Other) = £6,141.34
2019/20: £1,878.86 (+ £1,368.70 Gas/Electric/Travel/) = £3247.56
2020/21: £6,908.10
2021/22: £3,275.70

7. How much has been spent on other items such as furniture and white goods (please would you break this down into yearly amounts;
2013/14: £8143.18
2014/15: £12,099.87
2015/16: £11,386.70
2016/17: £12,926.19 
2017/18: £15,323.97
2018/19: £4,049.82
2019/20: £1,878.86
2020/21: £6,908.10
2021/22: £3,275.70

8. How to challenge decisions;
Write to us within one month of the decision being made, setting out why you think the decision is wrong and giving us any additional information you can.

9. How many local review requests / complaints the Council has received about local welfare provision since April 2013;
851 Requests/Applications April 2013 – March 2022
We do not have record of complaints since 2013
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What is Local Welfare Provision (LWP)?

Local Welfare Provision is a financial assistance scheme run by us to help people who are in a crisis or emergency
situation and where additional financial assistance would help prevent the crisis or emergency from escalating. Our
Local Welfare Provision grants are limited to the funding that we receive from the Government. There is no statutory
right to a grant and all awards are discretionary. We consider each application based on the circumstances of each

applicant.

If you need help with food and/or fuel please visit our Local Support Hub.

If you are eligible to apply for a Budgeting Loan, Budgeting Advance, or Hardship Payment from the Department for
Work and Pensions, you must do this before applying to our scheme. If you do not do so, we may deduct any value
from a potential LWP award that we think that you may qualify to receive.

We are also not able to assist with general living expenses or cover a shortfall of income whilst awaiting the outcome of
an application for benefit, such as Universal Credit.
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