WBCIR:18264

Under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 2000, please can I request the following information:
 
1. How many pupils under your local authority with EHCPs attend an Independent Special School*? Please provide breakdown by financial year – 2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24.
For Q1, we have used the end of March for each year using the SEND monthly dataset.
 
	 
	01/04/2020
	01/04/2021
	01/04/2022
	01/04/2023
	01/04/2024

	Special School: Non-maintained
	31
	38
	47
	59
	47

	Special Independent School
	39
	37
	39
	63
	107

	Specialist P16 Institutions
	11
	8
	9
	10
	12

	Total
	81
	83
	95
	132
	166


 
2. How many Independent Special Schools are there in your local authority area? Please provide breakdown by financial year – 2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24. 
2 for each financial year. 
 
3. Please could you provide your local authority’s annual expenditure on fees for day pupils attending Independent Special Schools. If possible, could this be broken down into an average per pupil spend as well as a total spend. Please provide breakdown by financial year – 2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24. 
We record cost by placement. We do not identify placements specifically as day or boarding placements.
 
4. Please could you provide your local authority’s annual expenditure on fees for boarding pupils attending Independent Special Schools. If possible, could this be broken down into an average per pupil spend as well as a total spend. Please provide breakdown by financial year – 2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24.  
We record cost by placement. We do not identify placements specifically as day or boarding placements.
 
5. Currently, what are the three highest annual fees your local authority pays for a day pupil at an ISS (this school may be in a different area). If possible, please could you provide the names of the schools. 
We record cost by placement. We do not identify placements specifically as day or boarding placements.
 
6. How many pupils, who have their fees paid for by the local authority, and attend an ISS have had their placement terminated by the school? Please provide breakdown by financial year – 2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24.
Data not recorded.

*For the purpose of this request, I am using the term Independent Special School as those that identify as an Independent Special School in the DfE census. Please include both Section 41 and Non-Section 41 schools. These do not include Local Authority Maintained Schools or Academy Special Schools.




