WBCIR:18867
We would like to know about how you implemented the Severe Weather Emergency Protocol from 01/01/2021 to 31/03/2024. We are interested in when SWEP was activated, the length of these activations, the overall number of emergency spaces made available, and additional emergency space specifically for young people and those defined as priority need in legislation.
The UK Health Security Agency last issued guidance to local authorities on how SWEP should be implemented in September 2023: Supporting vulnerable people before and during cold weather: people homeless and sleeping rough - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).

1. Dates of SWEP activation since 01/01/2021
This refers to the dates of every local authority Severe Weather Emergency Protocols activation since January 1st 2021 - activation is defined as when the weather has reached a prescribed threshold that is temperature based or aligned with the Cold-Heath Alert (CHA) System leading to emergency spaces for shelter being made available for people sleeping rough.

	SWEP Activation Date
	End Date
	Length of Activation in Hours
	Emergency Beds made available (placements made)~

	1st January 2021*
	1st April 2021
	2160
	9

	25th November 2021
	30th November 2021
	120
	0

	4th January 2022
	21st January 2022
	432
	5

	17th February 2022
	21st February 2022
	120
	1

	30th March 2022
	4th April 2022
	144
	2

	16th June 2022+
	13th July 2022
	672
	2

	15th July 2022
	20th July 2022
	144
	5

	9th August 2022
	16th August 2022
	168
	1

	7th December 2022
	19th December 2022
	288
	5

	15th January 2023
	28th January 2023
	312
	7

	5th February 2023
	10th February 2023
	120
	6

	6th March 2023
	15th March 2023
	216
	6

	29th November 2023
	4th December 2023
	120
	4

	8th January 2024
	22nd January 2024
	336
	9



*During the pandemic, the council decided to keep SWEP provision open throughout the winter months (November 2020 to March 2021), regardless of the actual temperatures, due to the ongoing public health emergency. 
+Please note that we also activate SWEP during periods of extreme heat.

2. Length of activation
This refers to the duration of the SWEP activation. Please answer in hours. If accurate data on duration is not available, please answer to the nearest day (enter 24 hours for roughly one day, 48 hours for roughly two days etc).
See table.

3. Total number of emergency spaces made available under SWEP
This refers to the total number of spaces (including bed spaces and sit ups) made available under the Severe Weather Emergency protocols in your local authority area.
See table.

4. Number of emergency spaces made available under SWEP specifically for young people
This refers to the total number of spaces (including bed spaces and sit ups) that are specifically made available under SWEP to young people aged 16-25.
SWEP accommodation is offered to anyone who is rough sleeping or at risk, including young people. Therefore, we don’t have separate provisions for specific groups. 

5. Number of emergency spaces made available under SWEP specifically for groups defined as priority need in legislation
This refers to the total number of spaces (including bed spaces and sit ups) that are specifically made available under SWEP to all peoples defined as priority need* in both s.189(1)(a) Housing Act 1996 and The Homelessness (Priority Need for Accommodation) (England) Order 2002.
SWEP specifically accommodates groups who are not owed a statutory duty. Those defined as priority need are supported through statutory means.
