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1. Road Adoption Schedule for Arborfield Green Development:
a) Please provide the agreed schedule for Wokingham Borough Council’s adoption of roads within the Arborfield Green development, with a particular focus on the Waterman’s View area.
b) Could you confirm the earliest anticipated adoption date?
c) Please clarify the reasons for the delay in adoption over the past seven years since Waterman’s View was constructed.
The Borough Council is not in control of the adoption timescales, and offered some helpful clarifications on our website as this is a common concern, particularly after the Pandemic: Adopting new roads

2. Construction Permit for the New Development across Waterman’s View:
a) Please provide details of the construction permit granted for the development opposite Waterman’s View, on the other side of Biggs Lane: In accordance with the legal agreement with WBC, the developers build and maintain the roads until they are adopted, see above.
b) Does this permit include allowances for weekend construction work? If so, what types of work are permitted: Working hour restrictions are normally imposed as a planning condition through the planning process – these can be found here In more recent years the Council has imposed conditions requiring development to provide a Construction & Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) intended to improve relationships with communities with schemes like Considerate Constructors
c) How does Wokingham Borough Council monitor adherence to these permissions, and what actions are taken if the conditions are breached: In accordance with the legal agreement with developers, WBC inspect works to ensure they are completed to our reasonable satisfaction

3. Speed Monitoring and Safety Measures on Biggs Lane:
a) Has Wokingham Borough Council conducted any assessment or taken any measures to monitor or control vehicle speeds on Biggs Lane between Oak Drive and Commonfield Lane: Survey was conducted in July 2023 and speed showed the 85th%tile was 36.07mph and mean speed was 31mph. The road transitions straight into national speed limit which leads to speeds being slightly higher. Enforcement is conducted by the police.
b) Given that the posted speed limit is 30 mph but is frequently exceeded, what steps (if any) have been considered or implemented to mitigate the risk to pedestrians, particularly schoolchildren crossing at Waterman’s View to reach Bohunt Wokingham School via Hazebrouck Meadows: The Arborfield SDL is being built out in accordance with plans that have been considered through planning stages (see link above). Through the design process and once works reach ‘substantial completion’ Road Safety Audits (RSA) are routinely undertaken by external specialists to identify opportunities to reduce, remove or mitigate road safety risks and the severity of collisions. These relate to the design of streets and do not include an assessment of some other matters you suggest.
c) Has Wokingham Borough Council conducted any risk assessment that led to the decision not to install a zebra crossing or traffic lights at this crossing point? If so, could you provide the findings of this assessment?
The Road Safety Audits will not revisit any assessment of crossing needs explored through the planning process. The Parish Council asked us to do an assessment near Commonfield Lane in 2023, however the data received showed low demand for a pedestrian crossing therefore criteria to place a pedestrian crossing was not met. 
i. The need for crossings was considered through the planning process.
ii. The national standards for assessment of crossings has been updated in recent years (Ch6TSM) thus works approved before 2019 may not be built to the latest guidance. Nevertheless, these changes will be reviewed in the future.
iii. Parish Councils, Schools and Communities regularly make requests for new crossings, and these are routinely considered using national and local guidance. 
iv. The Council is in the process of updating local guidance, so it is consistent with CH6TSM. It is our intention these will be shared on the Council’s website in due course.
v. The Council has used LA112 to inform the development of a severance map for the Borough, an extract of which has been provided below. You will see that most roads in/around Arborfield Green experience low/medium levels of severance and this is mitigated with crossings near desire lines and within accepted levels of diversion.
vi. The updated guidance is likely to balance need on a qualitative and quantitative assessment, considering the Councils Road Safety priorities and crash record of the site (where the following website offers access to some information: CrashMap)
vii. Subject to funding, the Council typically builds 2-3 new crossings each year subject to funding. This investment is decided upon on a value for money basis, considering the factors above.
viii. Responding to various requests for additional crossings, the Borough Council is aware that some Parish Councils would like to see crossings delivered sooner than the wider Borough priorities permit. In some cases, the Council has had discussions with Parish Councils to fully/part fund infrastructure using Community Infrastructure Levy funding. This may be a useful means to explore your enquiry/aspirations.

