WBCIR:20530

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please accept this request for the following information regarding public rights of way within your authority:

1. Public Rights of Way Management.
a) The total length (in miles or kilometres) of public rights of way for which your authority is responsible: As detailed on the Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
b) The length of each classification of rights of way (for example: footpath, bridleway, byway etc): As detailed on the Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
b) The method or process your authority uses to calculate this total length: As detailed on the Rights of Way Improvement Plan 

2. Public Rights of Way Impacted by Development-Highway Works.
For public rights of way impacted by development where the development has required works on or under the public rights of way, please provide:
1. The total number of cases this applies to, that you were either consulted on/aware of: The PRoW team are consulted on most planning applications although not all of them will directly impact the PRoW network and therefore we do not have access to this level of data. However all planning applications (active and historic) can be found on our online Planning Applications Map and residents can compare these with the locations of the PRoW network to ascertain which developments may have required works to the PRoW network. 
1. The number of these cases that have a Section 278 agreement under the Highways Act 1980 in place: No PRoW fall under a S278
1. The number of cases where no Section 278 agreement was in place: We don’t hold this level of data within PRoWs. 
1. Where possible, the reference numbers or policy identifiers associated with each case: As above

3. Policies and Standards.
a) Whether your authority has an adopted Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP): Public rights of way improvement plan
b) Whether your authority has design standards or guidance specifically for the construction, maintenance, or improvement of public rights of way: WBC doesn’t have any specific design standards for construction or improvement of PRoWs however where appropriate BS 5709 is followed for gaps, gates and stiles. Internally, a specification for maintenance is followed which includes the provision for all footpaths, bridleways, byways and restricted byways to be cut twice a year and is followed as per the below internal guidance:
	Footpath Maintenance
	All Footpaths to be cut twice a year, first cut should be between April and July and second cut should be between August and November. The two cuts on any individual footpath should be at least 3 months apart unless requested PROW Officer (Commissioning). Where possible the width of the first cut should be 2 metres along the centre of the footpath and the second cut, where possible should be 2 metres and include the cutting back of any side vegetation along the footpath. Exceptions - minimum width of a cross-field footpath is 1m wide, field-edge footpath should be a minimum of 1.5m wide.

	Bridleway Maintenance
	All Bridleways to be cut twice a year, first cut should be between April and July and second cut should be between August and November. The two cuts on any individual Bridleway should be at least 3 months apart unless requested PROW Officer (Commissioning).Where possible the width of the first cut should be between 3m wide along the centre of the Bridleway and the second cut, where possible should be between 3m wide and include the cutting back of any side vegetation along the Bridleway. Exceptions - minimum width of a cross-field Bridleway is 2m, field-edge Bridleway 3m wide.

	Byway Maintenance
	All Byway verges to be cut twice a year, first cut should be between April and July and second cut should be between August and November. The two cuts on any individual Byway verge should be at least 3 months apart unless requested PROW Officer (Commissioning). The first cut of the Byway verges should be 1m wide on each side and the second cut of the Byway verges should be 1m wide on each side and include the cutting back of any side vegetation along the Byway. If the Byway has a grassed surface, the surface should be cut to at least 5m wide where possible. Exceptions - minimum width of a cross-field Byway is 3m, field-edge Byway 3m wide.

	Restricted Byway Maintenance
	All Restricted Byway verges to be cut twice a year, first cut should be between April and July and second cut should be between August and November. The two cuts on any individual Restricted Byway verge should be at least 3 months apart unless requested PROW Officer (Commissioning). The first cut of the Restricted Byway verges should be 1m wide on each side and the second cut of the Restricted Byway verges should be 1m wide on each side and include the cutting back of any side vegetation along the Restricted Byway. If the Restricted Byway has a grassed surface, the surface should be cut to at least 5m wide where possible. Exceptions - minimum width of a cross-field Restricted Byway is 3m, field-edge Restricted Byway 3m wide.


c) If your right of way management is part of a highways authority team, a right side way specific team or other: Public Rights of Way sits within the Green Infrastructure Team. 




