WBCIR:20739
1. Please can you let me know how many letters annually (for years 2022-2025) are sent to tree owners of trees growing near highways that your Tree Inspector considered to be dangerous and in need of remedial work?
There has been a legal requirement for 19 Section 154 Notices (Highways Act 1980) to be issued by WBC Tree Management to private landowners since 25th September 2024. Please note: Operational Tree Management do not issue letters outside of the Highways Act 1980 for the hazard abatement enforcement of private tree assets.
The definition of “dangerous” from Highway Inspectors’ perspective may be different from a Tree Inspector (i.e. in consideration of Trees that could cause danger to the highway and highway users).  
Reference to Highway Assets team’s records in calendar years 2022-2025
	 
	Q1. Letters
	Q2. S154 notice

	2022 *some records could not be retrieved
	7
	4

	2023
	28
	28

	2024
	59
	59

	2025 (as of 30/11/2025)
	30
	30


  
2. Can you also let me know how many of these letters are followed up with S154 Highway Act Enforcement Notices ?
From our Tree Management team: All 19 enforcement notices are the result of reactive tree inspections submitted via the councils online reporting portal (HIMS). Should the onsite inspection consider the private tree assets to be hazardous (with an immediate threat to the adopted highway network), then a formal S154 notice will be issued to the legal landowner where the tree is rooted. Ownership details are sourced from both the councils ArcGIS mapping (LLPG address points), and the Land Registry.
Please see table above from our Highways department.
 
3. Please can you also let me know your annual expenditure on highway tree inspection and highways tree management including details of any budgetary provisions for 2022-2025 and going forward for 2026 addressing Ash Dieback Disease.
	YEAR
	BUDGET
	 

	2022-2023
	£109,000
	 

	2023-2024
	£134,870.00
	 

	2024-2025
	£150,940.00
	(-£45,000.00 in year savings)

	2025-2026
	£150,940.00
	 



