WBCIR:21268

Please would you provide details of the Local authority’s expenditure on unregulated care arrangements for children. For this request, “unregulated care “refers to placements or services that are not registered with the appropriate regulatory body (including unregulated or bridging care arrangements). Specifically, I request the following information:

1. The total expenditure incurred by the local authority on unregulated or bridging care services for each of the last three years (or the most recent data held)
	
	23/24
	24/25
	25/26

	Total
	450,577
	507,533
	420,456



2. The number of individuals whom unregulated or bridging services were commissioned.
3

3. Where available, the average weekly cost per individual for such services.
	
	Weekly Cost

	1
	1,100

	2
	13,873

	3
	13,089



4. The average duration of unregulated care arrangements, where this information is recorded.
While the calculated average duration is 387 days, this figure is not representative of typical practice, as it is disproportionately affected by one individual case. Unregistered arrangements are ordinarily used on a short term basis and are subject to ongoing review and transition planning.

5. The circumstances under which unregulated or bridging care is commissioned (e.g. hospital discharge delays, lack of regulated provision, emergency placements).
The Council does not commission unregistered children’s homes as standard practice. Use of unregistered accommodation is exceptional, strictly time limited, and considered only where this is necessary to safeguard a child or young person. Such arrangements are subject to clear oversight, risk assessment, and an agreed plan to transition to registered provision at the earliest opportunity.

6. Any internal guidance, or criteria used by the authority when commissioning unregulated/bridging care.
The Council is currently developing a formal guide titled “Management of Unregistered Homes for Children and Young People and an Unregistered Placement Process.”
This procedure is undergoing internal input, governance and review. The anticipated publication date is 01 May 2026, following completion of the Council’s approval processes.



