WBCIR:21383
1. Please could you supply the name, job title, telephone number and email address of the commissioner with responsibility for Looked After Children and/or placements in children’s homes. 
Carey Tulloch, Head Children’s Strategy, Transformation and Commissioning, 
Carey.tulloch@wokingham.gov.uk  0118 9746000

For questions 2-5 and 7, please supply data for the following financial years – 2022/23, 2023/24, 2024/25, and, where possible, an estimate or most up-to-date snapshot available for 2025/26. 
2. Of the number of children looked after by the local authority on 31 March, please provide the number in regulated children's homes (excluding unregulated children’s homes, secure units and hostels).
The following link provides this information: Children looked after in England including adoption: 2024 to 2025 - GOV.UK

3. Of the number of children looked after by the local authority on 31 March in regulated children's homes (Q2), please provide the number placed inside the local authority boundary (in-area) and the number placed outside the local authority boundary (out-of-area).
The following link provides this information: Children looked after in England including adoption: 2024 to 2025 - GOV.UK

4. Of the number of children looked after by the local authority on 31 March in regulated children's homes, please provide the number in:
a) In-area regulated children's homes operated by the local authority
b) Out-of-area regulated children's homes operated by the local authority
c) In-area regulated children's homes operated by the private/voluntary sector
d) Out-of-area regulated children's homes operated by the private/voluntary sector.
For 2025–26, we have 23 children placed in children’s homes, but manually checking provider details would exceed the FOI time limit. (Section 12). We are therefore unable to provide the breakdown for 2025–26.

	4. Of the number of children looked after by the local authority on 31 March in regulated children's homes, please provide the number in:

	Number of children in: 
	2022-23
	2023-24
	2024-25
	2025-26 

	a) In-area regulated children's homes operated by the local authority
	0
	0
	0
	

	b) Out-of-area regulated children's homes operated by the local authority
	0
	1
	1
	

	c) In-area regulated children's homes operated by the private/voluntary sector
	0
	0
	0
	

	d) Out-of-area regulated children's homes operated by the private/voluntary sector.
	12
	19
	22
	



5. Please provide the local authority’s total expenditure on placements for Looked After Children in regulated children’s homes during the financial year ending 31 March. Expenditure should exclude expenses related to travel, social work visits, travel arrangements/accommodation for contact visits from relatives/guardians, and non-staff transport costs. 
	
	2022/23
	2023/24
	2024/25
	2025/26 (February 26 Forecast)

	total
	3,657,833
	5,183,519
	5,475,521
	5,975,191


All rates are purely for Social Care share, excluding education and health share of costs

6. For the current financial year ending 31 March 2026 or as recent as possible (provide date), please provide the highest, average (mean), and lowest weekly fees currently paid by the local authority for placements for Looked After Children in regulated children’s homes. Please include data across all placements in regulated children’s homes, independent of whether they are made in-area or out-of-area and in local authority or private/voluntary sector provision.
	
	2024/25
	2025/26 (February 26 Forecast)

	Highest
	14,402
	25,500

	Average
	4,714
	6,955

	Lowest
	1,650
	1,665



7. Please provide the total number of children (children looked after and children in need) accessing short-break-only children's homes on 31 March- for the following financial years – 2022/23, 2023/24, 2024/25
Looked after children
2022-23: 1
2023-24: 1
2024-25: 1
2025-26: 1
Children in need
2022-23: 10
2023-24: 13
2024-25: 12 
2025-26: 17
Short Breaks Plan
2022-23: 15
2023-24: 12
2024-25: 14
2025-26: 9



