WBCIR:21500
I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 in relation to children’s placement demand, sufficiency, and associated costs within your authority. Please provide the following information for the financial years 2023/24, 2024/25, and 2025/26 (year to date).

1. Current Placement Demand and Sufficiency
Please provide, where recorded:
• The number of children and young people currently requiring placement in:
o Children’s residential homes: 3
o Supported accommodation (including 16–17 year olds): 1
o Residential family assessment placements: 2
• The number of children and young people currently awaiting placement or awaiting a suitable placement: 2 parent and child foster placement  and 2 foster placement.
• The number of children currently placed outside the local authority area: Please see below table
• The number of placements made on an emergency or same-day basis: there are no same day or emergency placements.
	 
	2023-24
	2024-25
	2025-26

	The number of children currently placed outside the local authority area
	103
	109
	107



2. Placement Type and Regulatory Status
Please provide, where recorded:
• The number of children placed in:
o Registered children’s homes
o Settings not registered with Ofsted as children’s homes where such registration would ordinarily be required
• The number of children placed in supported accommodation (16–17 year olds)
• Where recorded, the number of those placements with providers that are:
o Registered under the supported accommodation framework
o Not registered under the supported accommodation framework
	
	 Placement Type and Regulatory Status as of 31 March 
	2023-24
	2024-25
	2025-26

	 
	Please provide, where recorded:
	
	
	

	 
	• The number of children placed in:
	
	
	

	 
	o Registered children’s homes
	20
	24
	26

	 
	o Settings not registered with Ofsted as children’s homes where such registration would ordinarily be required
	1
	1
	0

	 
	• The number of children placed in supported accommodation (16–17 year olds)
	22
	26
	19

	 
	• Where recorded, the number of those placements with providers that are:
	
	
	

	 
	o Registered under the supported accommodation framework
	21
	26
	19

	 
	o Not registered under the supported accommodation framework
	1
	0
	0


3. Placement Activity
Please provide the total number of placements commissioned in each year, broken down by:
• Children’s residential homes
• Supported accommodation
• Residential family assessment placements
Please see below table 
	
	 Placement Activity
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Please provide the total number of placements commissioned in each year, broken down by:
	2023-24
	2024-25
	2025-26

	 
	• Children’s residential homes
	26
	29
	26

	 
	• Supported accommodation
	51
	56
	19

	 
	• Residential family assessment placements
	0
	2
	2



4.  Placement Costs
Please provide, where recorded, the average weekly cost for:
• Children’s residential placements
• Supported accommodation
• Residential family assessment placements
• Solo placements
• Placements with 2:1 staffing support
• Solo placements with at least 2:1 staffing support
• Placements with enhanced or higher staffing ratios (for example 3:1 or above)
The weekly cost includes Children’s Services, Health and Education, as these services may jointly support young people placements.
We do not track solo or level of support in residential placements alongside financial figures, so we are unable to separate them out.
Residential family assessment placements are also recorded under residential and would require manual checking and amending of figures which would put the FOI over the time limit so has been included in the overall residential average.
 
	Weekly costs of Placements 
	Year

	Type of Placements
	23/24
	24/25
	25/26

	Supported Accommodation (under 18's for UASC SILs & non-UASC SILs) 
	960
	1,074
	1,080

	Residential Placements 
	4,889
	4,189
	6,479







